Spring / Summer 2024

ELC Hosts Summer Program for Brazilian Teachers

This summer, the English Language Center had the pleasure
of hosting its fourth cohort of educators through the Brazil
PDPI (Programa de Desenvolvimento Profissional para
Professores de Lingua Inglesa nos EUA). Funded by CAPES
and administered by IIE and the Brazilian Fulbright
Commission, the six-week program brought 42 dedicated
English teachers from across Brazil to Michigan State
University for professional development and cultural
exchange.
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Participants explored advanced topics in EFL teaching
methodology, content-based instruction, and oral
communication skills, and observed local classrooms to
gain insight into American educational practices. Beyond
academics, they experienced Michigan’s culture and history
through trips to Chicago, Mackinac Island, and the Henry
Ford Museum and Greenfield Village. A highlight of their
program was visiting the Refugee Development Center in
Lansing, where participants engaged with volunteers and
teachers to see community-based language learning in
action.

The program concluded on August 7, celebrating six weeks
of learning, friendship, and cultural exchange. The ELC
community will truly miss these inspiring educators who
brought such warmth and enthusiasm to campus.

Japanese-English cross-cultural project with Professor
Hamada’s JPN 302 class

This spring semester, the ELC welcomed students from Nagoya
City University and Kyushu Sangyo University for a four-week
Intensive English Program. Students enhanced their English
skills, explored American culture, and experienced MSU life.
They visited the Michigan History Museum, the Capitol
Building, the Henry Ford Museum, the Detroit Institute of Arts,

On May 3lst, 2024, Dr. Dustin De Felice was given
the honor of throwing out one of the first pitches at
the Military Appreciation Baseball Game for the
Lansing Lugnuts. The Lugnuts hosted the Peoria
Chiefs for game 3 of 6 at Jackson Field. As part of
this important event, the crowd was treated to a
visit from Sector Detroit from the Ninth Coast Guard
District - Atlantic Area. The Coast Guard Foundation
also sponsored part of the event, which included the
ceremonial first pitches by the Sector Crew and a
USCG veteran (Dustin). The U.S. Coast Guard Color
Guard also provided the flags for the national
anthem. Dustin was so thankful for the opportunity,
and he felt it was such an unbelievable honor, and
the Lugnuts marketing team, especially Daniel, the
Lugnuts Team, and the whole crew were just
wonderfull He especially wants to thank the

Student Veteran Resource Center, the Veteran
Outreach Committee at MSU, and Patrick Forystek,
Director of the SVRC. He also wanted to extend a
special thank you to Steven Jowett, Trustee for the
Coast Guard Foundation, for sponsoring the event.
Semper Paratus!

Scholarship recipient
Minsheng Lin (2nd from right)

On April 19th, the faculty and staff publicly
presented the recipients of the inaugural Dr. Wu-Yi
So Memorial Scholarship with their certificates at the
ELC’s End-of-Semester Ceremony. The Dr. Wu-Yi So
Memorial Scholarship is given in honor of Dr. So, a
well-loved teacher at the English Language Center in
the 1970s. The scholarship awards went to Minsheng
Lin (pictured here) and Xiangxiang Jiang. Xiangxiang
was unable to attend, but we were able to publicly
recognize his award, too. Congratulations again on
receiving this award!

and enjoyed a day trip to Chicago. On campus, they joined the
Japanese-English Language Exchange, OISS Coffee Hour, and
attended MSU sporting events. The highlight of the program
was collaborating with Professor Masumi Hamada’s Japanese
302 class on a cross-cultural project, fostering global
understanding and lasting friendships.




The English Language Center kicked off the 2024 Summer English Program on May 13 with a warm
welcome for students from China, Japan, Korea, Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia. After a lively morning
orientation in Wells Hall, students shared a meal, met their instructors and classmates, and prepared for a
summer filled with language learning, friendship, and cross-cultural exchange.

Throughout the semester, students engaged in a wide variety of activities that expanded both their
academic and cultural understanding. In June, they attended the MSU Summer Circle Theatre production
Digging Up Dessa, a moving story that tied directly to classroom discussions on language, science, and
discovery. That same month, students participated in the MSU Juneteenth Commemorative Celebration
at the Breslin Center, where they enjoyed live music, art, and dinner while learning about the significance
of Juneteenth through the theme “Acknowledging the Journey: Freedom, Resilience, Empowerment, and
Liberation.”

Later in June, students toured the MSU Department of Police and Public Safety, meeting the officers and
community liaisons who keep campus safe and friendly. They especially enjoyed meeting Comfort Canine
River! In July, the group attended East Lansing’s Moonlight Film Festival to watch Wonka under the stars,
met MSU alumna Gloria Miller (46) for a fascinating talk about life and learning in the 1940s, and traveled
to MOOville Creamery for a farm tour, picnic, and ice cream. The summer concluded with a Spartan Sta-

dium tour alongside participants from other ELC programs. It was a joyful celebration of global friendship,

learning, and Spartan spirit.

Private Tour of Spartan Stadium with other
ELC Summer Programs. Go Green!

Detroit Tigers Baseball Game in
Comerica Park

From July 6 to August 3, 2024, the MSU English
Language Center proudly hosted its 7th cohort
of the Fulbright Pre-Academic Program (PAP).
Thirty-one Fulbright grantees from 19 countries
spent four enriching weeks at MSU strengthening
their oral communication and academic writing
skills in preparation for graduate studies across
the U.S. In addition to coursework, participants
attended campus and academic culture seminars
presented in collaboration with the MSU Police
Department, Office for International Students and
Scholars, Prevention, Outreach and Education
Department, and Office of Admissions. Beyond
the classroom, the scholars experienced Michigan
and the Midwest through visits to the Michigan
Capitol, Chicago, Mackinac Island, Detroit, and
the Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village.
One of the most memorable moments of the
program was the poster presentation session on
August 2 at Erickson Hall Kiva, where participants
showcased what they learned about U.S.
academic and campus culture. The program
concluded with a farewell dinner as the grantees
departed for universities nationwide, carrying
new friendships, insights, and skills. This program
is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State’s
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs as part
of the Fulbright Program, the U.S. government’s
flagship international exchange initiative.

Brave Visit to Wells Hall

On June 11th, the ELC faculty and staff
were treated to an exciting visit from
our next door neighbor, Brave, the
falcon. This wonderful bird spent part of
his morning hanging out on the

rooftop outside of the ELC in Wells Hall.
He treated everyone to some beautiful
close-ups of him.

PN L 2 S
NAR A

AT
PP il WS

EMAN

ICIPA
el

At the Michigan
Capitol Building

On a walking
tour of
downtown
Detroit

On the Chicago
Riverwalk

Faculty and staff started to get

worried when Brave kept walking closer
and closer to Red Cedar Road.
Associate Director Walters immediately
called our Infrastructure and Facilities
Services to get their assistance. We were
able to watch Brave get returned to his
perch on top of the Spartan Stadium
moments later on the Falcon cam.

At one point, he jumped
down from the roof and
spent some time
walking around the front
of the building.

Watching Summer Circle Theater Production of
Digging Up Dessa

At MOOville Creamery

Visit to MSU Police Department



